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For immediate release 29 Nov. 2016:
2017 Crop Health Workshop: Agronomy Essentials.  
Pinnacle Crop Tech’s 12th Crop Health Workshop (“Agronomy Essentials”), on January 23, 2017, will again teach and exchange ideas on improved methods for no-till cropping systems.  This is a continuation of a series of Workshops noted for providing an interactive setting (questions encouraged) and putting practical agronomy information in the hands of farmers, agronomists, and researchers from Kansas, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Colorado, Texas, the Dakotas, and the Canadian prairie provinces.  Attendees often hail from as far away as Australia.  

Pinnacle is the freelance agronomy consultancy ran by Matt Hagny, with 23 years of experience dedicated exclusively to continuous no-till in KS, Okla, and farther abroad.  Hagny is largely credited with bringing no-till to the central Kansas & north-central Oklahoma region, and making it work. As always, Hagny strives to be at the forefront in developing ways to increase profits or reduce risk with minimal additional cost or labor, and with his ‘steady at the helm’ stance on improving—not degrading—the soil. Hagny says, “I’m very committed to helping farmers.  I take it personally in getting to the bottom of various agronomic questions, and in cutting through the hype and marketing to discover the truth.  I’ve been in the industry long enough to see a lot of fads and mistaken notions come and go. And I try to remain skeptical of my own views, and keep testing them against the evidence.” 

The Workshop will cover numerous topics, including a look at the hard evidence for N stabilizer additives, what we know about N cycling in no-till and how to predict N requirements based on 2 years of crop history, best methods to apply N, additives for P fertilizers, etc. The Workshop will also discuss the role of seed quality, seed treatments, and seed placement for no-till stand establishment, varying planting dates based on mulch cover and crop sequence, later than usual planting dates for corn, which herbicides fit certain roles as to effectiveness and crop safety, and coping with herbicide-resistant weeds (especially triazine/ALS/glyphosate-resistant Palmer pigweeds, as well as glyphosate-resistant kochia, marestail, and waterhemp). This year’s agenda will take extra time to spell out the options of dealing with Palmer amaranth, which have become a major menace now that glyphosate-resistant biotypes have swept across the region.  And also the hard evidence on compaction from various sources, and livestock effects – including loss of mulch cover.  Additional handouts include ‘bugs in a bucket’ (biologicals) and plant hormones, along with brief discussion of those products.  
The Workshop will continue into discussion of what amount of mulch cover is optimum, and how crop rotations can be planned around this (and a couple dozen other factors) to enhance yields while reducing production risk.  Hagny says, “Cover crops can have a role in both increasing mulch cover, as well as reducing it, depending on the species chosen and how they are planted, and so forth.  Used appropriately, cover crops can be an economic benefit, although in many cases they’ve significantly reduced yields of the following cash crops, so we will discuss when and where a given cover-crop practice appears to work or not work.”  Hagny continues, “There’s a lot of misinformation out there about cover crops reducing fertilizer costs.  In many cases, that simply isn’t true—at least not out here on the Great Plains where decomposition is relatively slow, and leaching less of a problem than back East.  And if the cover crop is a grass species, which it usually should be in these regions where we can’t keep enough soil cover, this really compounds the problem of nutrient deficiencies in the following cash crop.” Successes and failures of cover crops are also condensed into a handout, sorted by localities across Kansas, Neb, and Oklahoma.
Hagny says there are also a lot of misconceptions about livestock grazing on cropland in Neb, Ks, Okla, and Tx—or anywhere in the South that has trouble maintaining mulch cover.  “Everyone is gaga over grazing on cropland.  But nearly everyone in this region gets it wrong.  Grazing stalks on dryland is hazardous—we can’t spare the mulch cover.  We already have infiltration problems, and soils too hard at the surface for the seeders to penetrate and the roots to grow.  And in most cases, grazing of cover crops is also done incorrectly, although a rare few farmers do get it right.  If livestock are causing your soils to bake hard, you definitely don’t have enough mulch cover.  If you have any runoff whatsoever, livestock should not be used on those fields.”

For the Crop Health Workshop, Hagny teams up with Leland Baxa, Aurora Co-op (Neb.), who Hagny says is “a highly regarded, straight-talking agronomist, and staunch no-till advocate and good teacher of those practices.”  Baxa has immense experience from his 20 yrs spot-checking fields in northwest KS, s.w. NE, CO, and w. OK.  Despite working quite apart from each other, Baxa & Hagny have reached similar conclusions on many topics. 
Co-host John Grove, Ph.D, at University of Kentucky will bring his tremendous knowledge of soil properties, fertilizers and chemistry to the Workshop, with most of his research in the past couple decades being in continuous no-till, including looking at crop rotations and crop establishment.  
The Workshop runs from 9 AM to 6 PM on Monday, the 23d of January, 2017 at the Ambassador (formerly the Ramada, previously the Holidome), Salina, Ks., with a noon meal, snacks, coffee, tea provided.  Tuition is $200/person in advance, or $275 if received after the 15th of January.  To enroll, payments by check may be mailed to Pinnacle Crop Tech Inc., P.O. Box 298, Kechi, KS 67067-0298, or pay by credit card by calling 316-303-2040 (credit card pmts will have a $7.65 convenience fee added).  Enrollment is limited to 150 people.
